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Learning this Month
As you are probably aware, we have had a very busy ‘Hospital’, ‘Baby Clinic’  and now a Vet’s in school! All our teddies have had a visit from a nurse (Thank You to Lily’s Mum, Lyndsey for being so patient and thorough, listening to all our ‘Cuddlies’ ailments.) We have lots of Police men & women and soon to be Firefighters in class too and because of the excellent play, will continue looking at ‘People who Help’ within our community during February, March and maybe even into April. We hopefully have visits planned from the local PSNI Community Officers, Refuse Collectors, a Joiner, a Window Cleaner, and a Farmer with lambs. If any parent has any contacts or knows of anyone who may be willing to share about their job, please speak to Mrs Thompson.
Important Updates for Parents 
 As we are half way through the year, can we suggest a timely reminder, to              re -read your yellow Parents’ Book, given to all parents when their child was admitted in September!
*We would like to thank all parents for having the children in on time every morning. The staff greatly appreciate the effort and it means that staff can give their time and attention to settle children to play, engage with those who need a little more re-assurance, all children are available to be the snack ‘preparer’ for that day and the children quickly join together with their friends. 
* If a child vomits or has diarrhoea, they cannot come to school for 48 hours, since the last episode. This is a rule enforced by the PHA and school adheres closely to this.
* School must be informed if a child is absent. Please phone if your child is off or leave a message as to why!      Attendance is monitored by the EA. 

*All appointments should be planned in the afternoons. Children should not be taken out of school during school hours, as this causes disruption to all!
Change of Clothes

Please ensure that your child has a complete change of clothes in their bag in the bathroom. Some children are missing essential pants, trousers, etc. Also please make sure that you return any clothes ‘borrowed’ from school. Please, please, please, name all items of clothing especially sweatshirts.

 A Big Birdie Thank You
We have been inundated with fat balls and bird seed which have indeed encouraged lots of different birds (and squirrels) to visit our bird tables.

We must have the best fed bird visitors in Armagh!

The children get really excited watching for ‘visitors’ from the chatty sofa and are getting quite expert at recognising some varieties.

We are continuing to feed and water the birds daily.
The children’s knowledge of birds has increased immensely (as I’m sure you have noticed) with the use of binoculars, bird identification books and posters. We have set up a bird watching ‘hide’ outdoors- although we’re a bit noisy!

We have ideas for bird treats for you to continue feeding the birds at home.
This interest in ‘Caring for the Birds’ links in well with our ‘Eco Schools’ work.
We also have had lots of visits from Squirrels and are continuing to look after our school cat, Snowy (who is real!)
Reminder re. School Fund
Over the next few months we have lots of visitors and trips planned. Unfortunately due to budget cuts, these ‘extras’ have to be paid for by the school from parental contributions to the monthly school fund, £10 monthly.     (a lot less than other nursery schools and playgroups in the area!) We think that this represents very good value-not only providing a daily substantial healthy snack of bread, cereals and a variety of fruit but visitors who add to the learning experience of the children, trips to places of interest and rising transport costs from private hire.


Storysacks and ‘Monthly’ stories
Please look out for new Storysacks after Half Term, which will give an opportunity for your child to share the books with siblings and to take the soft toys to bed. Parents have suggested we make a display of comments and photos of the children sharing their favourite books. Do take some photos and we will add them to our notice board. 
Do watch out for more monthly ‘targeted’ stories soon and please borrow the book (if you can get one!). 

During March, we have a number of VIP Visitors who will be sharing their favourite stories with groups of children, including local Principals of the main schools to which our children will be transferring in September. We are looking forward to their visits.

                                                 BOARD OF GOVERNORS
We need two parents to come on to our Board of Governors, to serve for the next 4 Years, until June 2028. Please consider this important role.  We usually meet once/twice termly in the evenings. If you are interested, please speak to Mrs Thompson. If more than two parents are willing to serve, we will have an election amongst all current parents. More details about this role are available@ www.eani.org.uk- and follow links to ‘Reconstitution of Board of Governors’ 2024/28, where a video presentation will  hopefully answer your questions.
There is also an opportunity for grandparents/ members of the local community to come onto our Board as we have several vacancies as local reps are stepping down. These positions will be filled by EA. Again please refer to EA website  ‘How to apply to be a School Governor’  . Pass the word around.

Dates for the Diary

Visit from Marty, Mr. Music who will be playing his guitar and uke and encouraging our children to ‘Sing Along’ = Thursday 22nd  Feb 

Wed 28Th Mrs Thompson will be attending Refresher Child Protection Training

Friday 8th March_We will be taking part in The Big Spring Clean in the Folly along with Kate and ABC Council and Friends OfThe Folly River. This enhances our Eco Schools Work.
As stated on School list of Closures, Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th March 
are both school closures. Working Parents please take note!
Staff will be in on the Tuesday for Staff Training.
Advance Notice= Mr Hullabaloo will be in to share Springtime Stories with us on Wed 20th March
School ends on Wed 27th March @ 11.30 for Easter.
Refer to School Website and SeeSaw re. events.






Well done Children! 


We are so proud of our boys and girls -all can now put on their own coats and many can or are attempting to zip them. Everyone self-registers and selects their own play activity quickly on arrival into class. We are learning to be ‘independent’ helpers and take responsibility for a class, as a whole, to tidy up when the music comes on. This year we continue with ‘Shine Time’, a time before going outdoors, when we discuss what we did in the morning, celebrate good paintings and models, share acts of kindness, explain what new activities we have planned and praise each other. This the staff feel, boosts confidence and self-esteem and is having a very positive effect in the classroom. Children themselves are wanting to share how others have been helpful, what they have enjoyed and ‘news’. We are working on ‘Being A Helper’- both in school and at home. We sing a song  ”Can I Help You?” Please reinforce this at home and let us know what your child has done. Post it on SeeSaw or send us an e mail. We will share this in school with each class.

















 Dr Beckett congratulated all the children on their exemplary behaviour, listening and participation in his ‘Well Teddy Clinic@. Well done! 














